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I. MINIMUM WAGE RATES 


This section contains particulars of weighted average minimum weekly 
and hourly wage rates for adult males and adult females for Australia and each 
State, together with index numbers with base ; year 1954 = 100. 


Qo The minimum wage is the lowest rate payable for a particular occupation, 
and for most occupations it comprises the basic wage (see page 12) and "secondary" 
wage payments, i.e. additional amounts such as margins for skill, etc., and 
loadings of various kinds. In the majority of cases such rates are prescribed in 
awards or determinations of Commonwealth or State industrial authorities or in 
agreements registered with then. Some rates are prescribed in unregistered 
agreements between employers and employees. 


30 The Minimum Wage Rate Index is based on the occupation structure 

existing in 1954. Weights for each industry and each occupation were derived from 
two sample surveys made in that year. The first was the Survey of Awards in 
April, 1954, which showed the number of employees covered by individual awards , 
determinations and agreements, and provided employee weights for each industry as 
well as a basis for the Survey of Award Occupations made in November, 1954. This 
second survey showed the number of employees in each occupation within selected 
awards, etc., in the various industries, thereby providing occupation weights. 


4o The minimum wage rates used in the index are for representative 
occupations within eacn industry. They have been derived entirely from represen- 
tative awards, determinations and agreements in force at the end of each period 
commencing with March, 1939, for adult males and March, 1951, for adult 
females. The index tor aduit males includes rates for 3,424 award designations. 
However, as some of these designations are operative within more than one industry, 
or in more than one State, the total number of individual award occupations is 2,322, 
For adult females the corresponding numbers are 1,103 and 578. By use of the 
industry and occupation weights derived from the surveys described above, these 
rates were combined to give weighted averages for each industry group for each 
State and Australia. Because of coverage difficulties the rural industry is not 


included in the index. 


50 Because the indexes are designed to measure movements in prescribed 
minimum rates of "wages" as distinct from "salaries", those awards, etc. which 
relate solely or mainly to salary-earners are excluded. 


6. In ascertaining from awards, etc., the wage rates for representative 
occupations, it was found in some cases that an occupation selected as representative 
in the base year (1954) did not exist in earlier years. In such cases another 
occupation with the same marginal rate of wage was chosen from the same award and 
variations in the wage rates for this occupation were taken to be representative 

for the earlier period. 


ee Since 1954 the industrial structure in Australia, and particularly in 
some States, has been undergoing a degree of change which over a period is likely 
to have some effects on the index. Generally the effect of new or expanding 
industries on the index is not significant, because occupations in such industries 
can usually be covered by existing awards, and the wage rates for the new 
occupations conform very closely to those for existing occupations. Occasionally, 
however, an entirely new award is made tq cover a new industry, and in such cases 
occupations from the new award are introduced into the index whenever such action 
is warranted by the number of employees in the industry. By these means it has 
been possible for the occupations in the index to be kept, as nearly as may be, 
continuously representative and for a high degree of comparability to be preserved 
over a long period. 


SF, Weighted averages of the components of the total minimum weekly wage rate, 
i.e. basic wage, margin and loading, are calculated separately for adult male 
employees covered by Commonwealth awards, etc., and for those covered by State 
awards, etc, 


4. 


These particulars are published in Tables 3 and 4 of this bulletin. Relevant 
definitions are as follows:- 


"Commonwealth awards, etc." include awards of, or agreements registered 
with, the Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration Commission, and 
determinations of the Commonwealth Public Service Arbitrator. 


"State Awards, etc." include awards or determinations of, or agreements 
registered with, State industrial tribunals, together with certain 
unregistered agreements, where these are dominant in the particular 
industries to which they refer. 


"Basic wage" rates are weighted averages of the weekly rates prescribed 

in awards, etc., for the occupations included in the index for each State. 
For industries other than mining, metropolitan basic wage rates have 
generally been used. However, there are a number of occupations for 
which basic wage rates other than the metropolitan rate are prescribed. 
Also in some States at various times, State Government employees under 
Commonwealth awards have been paid State basic wage rates, and the basic 
wage rates of some employees have been subject to automatic quarterly 
adjustments while those of other employees within the same jurisdiction 
have remained unchanged. in all such cases the basic wage rate actually 
paid is used in tables herein. For these and other reasons, the weighted 
average basic wage rates shown in the tables in this section differ, in 
the majority of cases, from the metropolitan basic wage rates shown in 
Tables 11 and 12 of Section II. 


"Margins" are minimum amounts, in addition to the basic wage, awarded to 
particular classifications of employees for features attaching to their 
work such as skill, experience, arduousness or other like factors. 


"Loadings" include industry loadings and other general loadings prescribed 
in awards, etc. for the occupations included in the index, lLoadings, etc. 
that are not applicable to all workers in a specified award occupation 
(for example, those payable because of length cf service; working in wet, 
dirty or confined places; excess fares incurred due to location of 
building site) are not included in the minimum wage rate index. 


9. The proportion of employeee covered by Commonwealth and State awards, etc., 
varies considerably as between States, [fn addition, the proportions of employees engaged 
in the respective industries differ from State to State. As a result there are 
relatively wide differences between the weighted average amounts of margins and loadings 
in. the several States. 


10. The wage rates shown in the tables in this section should not be regarded as 
actual current averages, but as indexes expressed in money terms, indicative of trends. 
Neither the wage rates nor the corresponding index numbers measure the relative level 

of minimum wages as between States. 


litres Minimum weekly wage rates for adult males should not be compared with average 
weekly earnings per employed male unit, shown in Section III, because the latter include 
not only the earnings of adult wage-earners but also those of all salaried employees, 
junior wage-earners and part-time and casual employees. 


her Wage rates and index numbers for adult males are available as at the end of 
each quarter from March, 1939 to December, 1956 and as at the end of each month from 
January, 1957. Particulars for adult females are compiled quarterly and are available 
from March, 1951. For details of wage rates and index numbers from 1939 reference 
should be made to the following Statistical Bulletins:- 


S.B. 123 = Minimum Weekly Wage Rates, 1939 to 1959. 
S.B. 31 ~ Minimum Wage Rates, January, 1960 to June, 1963. 

Figures subsequent to June, 1953 will be found in the monthly bulletins, 
Wage Rates and Earnings, commencing with the June, 1964 issue. 


13. In some cases, when awards, etc. are varied, the new wage rates are made 
retrospective. Also there is generaily an unavoidable, and sometimes considerable, 
delay in the receipt of notification of changes in margins and loadings in respect of 
the occupations included in the index. Such retrospective, etc. effects on figures 
already published for recent months are generally incorporated in revisions made at the 
time of publication of detailed special Statistical Bulletins (see paragraph 12) 
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TABLE 1. - MINIMUM WEEKLY WAGE RATES : ADULT MALES (a) 
INDUSTRY GROUPS, 31ST JANUARY, 1965 


Weighted average minimum weekly rates payable for a full week's work (excluding over- 
time) , as prescribed in awards, determinations, etc., and index numbers of wage rates. 


RATES OF WAGE 


gs. ole Cine ORT BTSs Sle G= atelaa) eis GEA 





| Se d. 
Mining and Quarrying (b) Dero Oo lees oO tae | OAemeO ant A Oma Oa AOA amos eA aq mati 
Manufacturing - | 
Engineering, Metals, Vehicles, 
etc. BOS 11287 51 598 oO 1368 se 1368 6 Be) ) 
Textiles, Clothing and 
Footwear 382 5 1377 8 |381 10 |366 11 {380 6 379 0 
Food, Drink and Tobacco BSS mo) OCmee So Ommom| (An 1Om SoC un] 393 3 
Sawmilling, Furniture, etc. Sey SS ss ehGy els SisiOlerROP™ ofa) 4 3 | 382 2 
Paper, Printing, etc. 14417 9 |424 7 1429 10 1415 O 4442 10 Aco 8 
Other Manufacturing (392 5 1386 O 1378 2 1384 7 I377 8 61387 7 
All Manufacturing Groups 391 1 1389 4 41392 9 1385 11 1386 2 11390 1 
Building and Construction «1404 68-1419 2 |377 5 |392 8 1384 11 8}; 400 6 
Railway Services SO5e Om O46 Ono 9 Oum 1 aniia (ses ono Oma 9} 384 6 
Road and Air Transport AO3 -5 {385 11 1368 3 {375 11 1387 8 4}390 O 
Shipping and Stevedoring 389 11 1389 9 1386 2 |387 6 |383 3 4/388 3 
Communication 450 2 1446 9 |444 5 [441 O $446 O 7 | 446 11 
Wholesale and Retail Trade 396 8 1397 2 {398 10 |384 O 4388 4 10 }395 4 
Public Authority (n.e.i.) and 
Community and Business Services | 398 11 |383 9 |386 7 1372 6 '373 7 9;388 4 
Amusement, Hotels, Personal | 
Service, etc. BOA A 136C 7 Ios toon 9 iste Oe || Sa 4 
All Industry Groups (c) 402 2 }393 10 |395 11 [386 8 )388 3 51396 6 
INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base : Weighted Average Weekly Wage Rate, Australia, 1954 = 100) 
Mining and Quarrying (b) 184.6 | 138.6-| 173.9 | 1S OO wl aay Osa OnleadsOna 
Manufacturing = 
Engineering, Metals, Vehicles, 
etc. oot eeticda ahaa) || ase a a/sS PAVE) |) ietrene 
Textiles, Clothing and 
Footwear (25 Aeon moos VIM Icoso IN 54. almond oan 
Food, Drink and Tobacco VAD Ae eae ed AO ada edocs belie Ou | ehsOno imei SOG 
Sawmilling, Furniture, etc. Soc eee ooo ced od Om plocs Dao 0 Mt om 
Paper, Printing, etc. TA |e Ono en 2a en nA Ono med ono une AO. a dAone 
Other Manufacturing (Senso ed ool a 1 SO. eat S067 Ble oie one Sic 
All Manufacturing Groups eves Syan) ab olyfm sha! a SITAR i i laea) sicratowe sb sVers tan} a4) Sioaais aap sislag 
Building and Construction eas: VAGsAN 1 S41 38-6 1 1b o.O ul debe Add AdeG 
Railway Services TAO ROMO. Corl Oncerts 5259 se dS eaten 1S) (Oats Oe 
Road and Air Transport VA2ZES eds OeOr) ad sO. tei ook4 Se Wenoe |e qbersih tt a ilsteloy 
Shipping and Stevedoring 138.1 (3G. Ommsbey Menlo cated Ooi) mls Geo sii 3 7S 
Communication oo ea sales: sia Ave Sone 157.9 15469 be 156.2 
Wholesale and Retail Trade WAG fealie Om Olen (Afi 2 oO nO aa ected Adie Tee AO. 0 


Public Authority (n.e.i.) and 

Community and Business Services| 141.3 | 135.9 | 136.9 | 131.9 | 132.3 | 144.4] 137.5 
Amusement, Hotels, Personal 

Service, etc. 136.1 (2g ne eo ente tia. ales tau risa er ole Oe 
All Industry Groups (c) 142.4 | 139.4 | 140.2 | 136.9 | 137.5 | 140.4] 140.4 


(a) See paragraph 10, page 4. (b) For mining, the wage rates include lead bonuses, ete. 
(c) Excludes rural. 7 
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TABLE 2. - MINIMUM WEEKLY WAGE RATES : ADULT MALES, ALL GROUPS (a) 


Weighted average minimum weekly rates payable for a full week's work (excluding over- 
time), as prescribed in awards, determinations, etc., and index numbers of wage rates. 





December - 

1939 1 97 1 99 5 2 98 4 
1945 6 }121 1/118 1 flee aa 
1950 2 1201 9 | 195 2 O | 202 O 
1955 3 | 295 7 | 283 6 7 | 297 O 
1959 3 | 344 2 | 334 4 9 1 344 8 
1960 10 | 349 11 | 350 8 1 6 | 355 O 
1961 5 | 362 2 | 359 10 9 8 | 365 9 
1962 8 | 363 8 | 359 8 8 9 $366 7 
1963 Avie a0 369 11 O OD Syihay 
1964 ~ January 5 | 372 7 | 369 11 Zeal Bioeei 
February 7 anleo cae  eeo Oe || es ee a Sy Camo 
March 9 | 372 8 | 370 O Be) ohio ele i Syke 4 
April he) See char s\iele Be ss Oe syAs 

May OmloT 2 cal a0 me Syn ileshi(G) 2 el aI Sis) al 
June 5 388 6 | 374 4 8 393 10 | 390 1 
July 7 | 392 9 | 385 5 8 O | 392 11 
August 11. | 392 11 | 385 6 0 O | 393 2 
September O | 392 11 | 385 6 6 3771 393 6 
October By Sore eS) seeavelsy He: 6 4 | 394 0 
November KO) 1] se hShsh = HI NPSKs)5) sg He, 9 O BAe 
December 6 | 393 8 | 391 11 | 3 | 395 7 
1965 ~ January 2 | 393 10 | 395 11 3 5 | 396 6 





INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base : Weighted Average Weekly Wage Rate, Australia, 1954 = 100) 





December - 






1939 3564 34.4 3502 B35 35.6 32.0 34.8 
1945 43.4 42.9 41.8 Ade 42.6 40.9 42.7 
4950 73.0 71.4 69.1 1004 TAO 70.1 Tao 
Use, 108.1 10457 100.4 100.9 106.3 104.0 105.2 
1959 | 124.0 121.9 118.4 120.4 12027 122.9 122.0 
1960 128.5 123.9 lane 121.2 126.8 124.5 125.7 
1961 132.2 128.2 127.4 125.6 128.8 128.4 | 12905 
1962 13265 128.8 N27 A az 129.5 129.2 129.8 
1963 135.4 Weuhote 431.0 128.8 1258 432.0 132.9 
1964 - January 135.8 431.9 131.0 128.8 132.8 132.8 1331 
February 13528 (onlay eu oe 128.9 15260 13258 13361 
March 135.9 132.0 a Oree deci 132.9 432.8 1) S8ho2 
April 135.9 132.0 eile al i2so8, eaeied 132.8 133.5 
May elses 132720 ion 13369 132.9 133.5 
June 141.4 1376 132.5 8 139.4 138.1 
July 1A 139.1 136n5 5s 139 <9 13961 
August ALS 139.1 1} bie 3 nO 139.9 123962 
September OSTA 139.1 IP Biedo © ei 140.0 oblos 
October [ak sts Teo se 136.6 2 140.0 139.5 
November 141.9 139.3 1366 aS VAO.2 139.6 
December VA2.2 139.4 13656 Bk 140.3 140.4 
1965 - January 142.4 4 BS 140.4 4 








(a) Excludes rural. See paragraph 10, page 4. 
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TABLE 3. - MINIMUM WEEKLY WAGE RATES s ADULT MALES (a) 
COMPONENTS OF TOTAL WAGE RATE, 3157 JANUARY, 1965 


Weighted averages of minimum weekly rates payable for a full week's work 
(excluding overtime), as prescribed in awards, determinations and agreements. 








Commonwealth Awards, etc. State Awards, etc. All Awards, etc. 


State raid Marein| Lo#d-| Total ama rein| UO24- 
nA SD) ing | Wage | a Pp oT ee BR! ing 






Total 
Wage 









Ge Bol Gal Be Ga Gs. Osa. 

N.S.W. See SeOt eA Bi Ot 76.6 : 
Vic. 5 4B89 1 B06 10]89 5);8 
gla. 5 10 B97 206 11]82 2 [6 
SA 13 OB89 9 B03 1164 2 #2 
WA. Ba 415 9 Bit e168 5 F 

> Tas. 5 71391 2 B13 11179 4 f1 
Aust. 15 26895 0610 6178 6 2 





‘ (a) Excludes rural. See paragraph 10, page 4. For definitions see paragraph 8, page 4. 
(b) The basic wage rates shown are weighted averages, and therefore differ from the 
metropolitan rates shown in Tables 11 and 12. See explanation on page 4. 


TABLE 4. - MINIMUM WEEKLY WAGE RATES : ADULT MALES, AUSTRALIA (a) 
COMPONENTS OF TOTAL WAGE RATE 


Weighted averages of minimum weekly rates payable for a full week's work 
(excluding overtime), as prescribed in awards, determinations and agreements. 

| - | poses $$ 
State Awards, etc, | All Awards, eto. 









Commonwealth Awards, ets. 








End = 7 — —————— 7 ; 
of - ay Margin| L024-| Total vee Margin|L02d-|Total |Basic |. |Load-| Total 
| 5 ing Wage “5 ou ing | Wage Wage | é ing Wage 
Feo We Re Smet» red Ui eet: Gyn hope: jae Fal cas > brome s Gg ut baudere Lia ay ryt besa [ar yume Brea! fuer - Jrgumets Ley baer Prone try fet pegs Gey Pay a Ue 
December - | 
1939 (Peer i 97 O; 81111 17 4J/0 6] 99 9} 80 817 3/0 5] 98 4 
1945 | 97 3) 19 4 120 8) 98 1] 20 O12 51120 6] 97 819 813 34120 7 
1950 162 2] 35 8 201 9/161 8] 35 315 5 1202 4/161 17135 614 71202 O 
1955 1239 O| 52 8 294 0)244 8! 50 615 O |300 2/241 10 51 713 7 {297 O 
1959 277 2] 69 2 349 4/275 8] 59 6)/4 8 | 339 10/276 45 64 5}/3 10 | 344 8 
1960 21a O mele 351 51285 2] 68 515 3 41358 10/281 7169 314 2 1355 O 
1961 289 91 70 8 363 11/293 5] 68 1115 3 |367 71/291 6 69 10/4 5 1365 9 
1962 OO mee eS 364 11 1293 69 415 11 1368 41291 3170 4|5 O [366 7 
1963 289 10| 78 9 373 2)295 O}] 75 816 10 {377 6292 4177 315 8 1375. 3 
1964 -Jan. |289 10] 78 1114 141 1373 8/295 O} 76 6/6 41 [378 51/292 4177 915 10 4375 11 
Feb. (289 10] 78 1114 11 |373 81295 O| 76 717 2 1378 91/292 4I77 915 11 1376 O 
March 289 10| 78 11/4 11 {373 81295 O!] 76 7I7 2 1378 91292 4I77 916 O 1376 1 
April [289 10] 78 11/4 11 |373 81295 4] 76 917 2 1379 3|292 6177 10|6 O [376 4 
May |290 O| 78 11/4 11 |373 101296 11 76 9/7 4 |380 2|292 11177 1716 1 1376 11 
June |308 10] 79 O}5 O {392 101303 1] 76 917 4 1387 2)306 14/77 11|6 1 {390 1 
July {309 2] 79 1/5 1 {393 4]308 2) 761017 7 |392 7/|308 8/78 O16 3 1/392 11 
Aug. {309 2] 79 215 1 {393 5/308 3) 76 1117 9 {392 11/308 8/78 11/6 5 1/393 2 
Sept. 1309 2] 79 2:5 1 1393 51/308 9| 77 O17 9 |393 6/309 O|78 116 5 {393 6 
Oct. j309 2) 79 715 2 1393 11]309 2177 O|8 O |394 21/309 21/78 4I6 6 1394 O 
Nov. }309 2] 79 9)/5 2 |394 1/309 2] 77 2/8 3 1394 71|309 2178 6/6 8 |394 4 
Dec. (309 2} 80 4/5 2 |394 81310 6] 77 618 6 1396 61309 10/79 O16 9 1395 7 


1965 -Jan. 309 2] 80 8 BOD © 3110 56S 19 | 398 120910179 717 alee | 3 ome 


NOTE. - For footnotes see Table 3 above. 





TABLE 


INDUSTRY GROUPS 





8.6 


31ST JANUARY, 


1965 





» = MINIMUM HOURLY WAGE RATES s ADULT MALES (a 


Weighted average minimum hourly rates payable and index numbers of hourly rates. 


Industry Group 








e.. +. wareoeme 


Mining and Quarrying (b) 
Manufacturing -~ 
Engineering, Metals, 
Vehicles, etc. 
Textiles, Clothing and 
Footwear 
Food, Drink and Tobacco 
Sawnilling, Furniture, ets. 
Paper, Printing, eto. 
Other Manufacturing 
All Marufacturing Groups 
Building and Construction 
Railway Services 
Road and Air Transport 
Communication 
Wholesale and Retail Trade 
Public Authority (n.e.i.) and 
Community and Business Services 
Amusement, Hotels, Personal 
Service, etc. 
All Industry Groups (c) 





INDEX NUMBERS 


116.18: ie oat 


114.55 | 


418,95 
toe 


57) 128.95 


143.45 | 


1417.83 


ea toes 
118,82 
410.48 
qpolsimne\s 
119.65 | 


laeoo 


ee eaktel | 
118.93 | 





(Base : Weighted Average Hourly Wage Rate, Australia, 


Mining and Quarrying (b) 
Manufacturing - 
Engineering, Metals, 
Vehicles, ets. 
Textiles, Clothing and 
Footwear 
Food, Drink and Tobacco 
Sawmilling, Furniture, etc. 
Paper, Printing, etc. 
Other Manufacturing 
All. Manufasturing Groups 
Building and Construction 
Railway Services 
Road and Air Transport 
Communication 
Wholesale and Retail Trade 
Public Authority (n.e.i.) and 
Community and Business Services 
Amusement, Hotels, Personal 
service, etc. 
All Industry Groups (c) 


(a) See paragraph 10, page 4. 


(c) Excludes rural, and shipping and stevedoring. 


| 486.9 


43764 


(alee, 
Sos 
| 138.9 
147.6 
138.7 
138.2 
ralZls) 5 
1139.8 
1442.6 
1159.1 
140.2 


ant 


135.8 
142.4 


1138.3 


136.8 


13305 
142.1 
13364 
DOSS! 


pees 


pa sia: 
1448.1 
429:50)) 


136.4 


15769 | 
140.3 | 


139.3 
ASKS 


139.3 


473.6 


140.8 


| Bagg 
140.1 
131.8 
(ode 7 
133.26 
138.8 


peqsiSyqval 


140750 
130.1 
15760 
149.9 


13853 


132.1 
(ALO ey, 


13507 


RATES OF WAGE (Pence) 


121.20 


2 ics 


ei 
lilienhe 
114.38 


[et rere 


116.94 
117.88 
119.90 
AdioeeS 
415.00 
132.63 
20m 


124.22 


113.56 
PU sus)) 








146.33 


ete 


1 sheoyey (62. 
118.03 
114.65 
126,36 
146.33 
417.05 
120.15 
115.38 
117.00 
134525 
118.60 


VAC ane 


iawsc 
119.12 


(b) For mining, the wage rates include lead bonuses, etc. 


The former is not included in the 
Minimum Wage Rate Index and for the latter definite particulars for the computation 
of hourly wage rates are not available. 
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TABLE 6, — MINIMUM HOURLY WAGE RATES s ADULT MALES, ALL GROUPS (a) 


Weighted average: minimum hourly rates payable and index numbers of hourly rates. 









142.4 


RATES OF WAGE (Pence) 





December ~ | | 

4939 272.48 | 26.44 | 27.49 | 25.14 26.91 
1945 33-64 |; 33.05 | 32.63 31.71 33.05 
1950 61.96 | 60.58 58.60 59.42 60.70 
1955 91.89 88.87 85.22 88.45 89. 36 
1959 HOS. 2On| 1036550) 10055 104-38| 103.55 

1960 109.09 {105.08 | 105.35 105.70 106.71 

4964 112.29 {108.76 | 108.05 109.03 109.91 

1962 112.34 1109.21 {108,00 109.71 TOetc 

4963 114.94 1111.68 {111.08 1112.06 | 112.76 

1964 - January 115.24 1111.88 1111.08 | 112.71 | 112.96 
; February 115.32 1111.88 1111.08 112.71 | 112.99 
March Atiesie Tieton dee Os ehod ovate alksnek 

April alee Omelet ol lee oo aemeley dentine ieee 3 113.09 

May Wen Aeet lre cate tileleales) ileus fuieaes 

June A2O7O02 MIA Osa) Iti2es4 118.36 eset 

July 120210) 4117.94 14115 118.74] 118.04 
August 120.20 }117.99 1115.71 118.76] 118.12 
September 1202S el oO ome ial dieeod emcee 
October 120s Oe g mitre qh isinieys| SIA SHE 
November ZO, OO nT teed tno mes 119.06] 118.47 
December 1205 70414 Geet 06 119.14] 118.84 

1965 - January 120.90 1118.26 1118.93 119.19 ee 

INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base : Weighted Average Hourly Wage Rate, Australia, © 100) 
December = 

1939 3204 31.1 32.4 29.6 Shel 

1945 39.6 38.9 38.4 37-3 38.9 

1950 730 71.4 69.0 70.0 {es 

1955 NOOO. 104.7 100.4 VOAce 105.3 

1959 124.0 ever 118.2 122.69 122.0 

1960 126865 123.8 124.1 Venn iho od | 

1961 13205 128.1 127.3 128.4 129.5 

4962 132.3 1128.6 1127.2 1129.2 | 129.8 

1963 GC Say sla) sie ole 1132.0 2ne 

1964 - January clone “ais nis. (Lahsl@bats' 132.8 133.1 
February 155.0 si 13leO| 150.6 13256 1330 

March [Sones sicse HIsOsts 132.6 133.1 

April 135.9 1131.8 1130.9 1432.8 | 133.2 

May 13663 sda Oe] 12059 132.9 133.4 

June UCeetE corel Toned es 139.4 138.0 

July ANDi een melt ooes 139.9 139.0 
August TAT Om So Oomnl so.e 13932 dood 
September VAT One | 1395 Onn 13055 139.9 192 
October 141.8 1139.1 136.4 140.0 139.4 
November 141.9 {139.1 136.4 140.2 139.5 
December TAgvean oon cem noe 140.3 140.0 

1965 - January 1139.3 1140.1 140.4 | 140.3 


(a) See paragraph 10, page 4. Excludes rural, and shipping and stevedoring. The 
former is not included in the Minimum Wage Rate Index and for the latter definite 
particulars for the computation of hourly wage rates are not available. 
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TABLE 7. - MINIMUM WEEKLY WAGE RATES s ADULT FEMALES (a) 
INDUSTRY GROUPS» 31ST DECEMBER, 1964 


Weighted average minimum weekly rates payable for a full week's work (excluding over- 
time), as prescribed in awards, determinations, etc., and index numbers of wage rates. 


aust. 


RATES OF WACE 









Industry Group 











Bo. Go| Be. Ge| Se Ge] GS. de ° de 

Engineering, Metals, Vehicles, etc. 288 On 2 joe ei { wel2oo 10 {f 8 
Textiles, Clothing and Footwear 270 6 |266 41270 O1269 11 5 4 
Food, Drink and Tobacco 288 5 |269 1/274 10/265 1 2 6 
Other Manufacturing 284 2 1271 91284 3)266 2 11 1 
All Manufacturing Groups 279 9 1268 111275 9/266 8 6 il 
Transport and Communication 300 10 1289 9)294 6/288 5 2 0 
Wholesale and Retail Trade B09 3 1291 5/286 9/278 10 1 D 
Public Authority (n.e.i.) and 

Community and Business Services 303 9 |289 4/282 2/279 6& 6 
Amusement, Hotels,Personal Service,ete,@/8 3 2004269 M2120] 5 0 
All Industry Groups (b) 290 61276 41281 31272 2 4 

INDEX NUMBERS 
- Base : Weighted Average Weekly Wage Rate, Australia, 

Engineering, Metals, Vehicles, etc. Ae UBS or asa s, 
Textiles, Clothing and Footwear 135.9 13520 els oec 
Food, Drink and Tobacco 144.9 156e 7 eisoec 
Other Manufacturing Arey GAZ OS eo oie 

All Manufacturing Groups TAO eS (stein ap. vee) 
Transport and Communication OM 4 VAG Wee oe 
Wholesale and Retail Trade US bes HA Oia Orc 
Public Authority (n.e.i.) and 

Community and Business Services 152.6 14467) 140.4 

Amusement, Hotels,Personal Service,etc.} 139.8 i) ols ace pea AS A 

All Industry Groups (b) 1445.9 44403) 136.71 13961 


a) See paragraph 10, page 4. b) Excludes rural; mining and quarry ing; and building 
and construction. | 
TABLE 8. - MINIMUM WEEKLY WAGE RATES : ADULT FEMALES, ALL GROUPS (a) 
Weighted average minimum weekly rates payable for a full week's work (excluding over- 
time), as prescribed in awards, determinations, etc., and index numbers of wage rates. 


RATES OF WAGE 


3. d.| s.. Gl 8S. Gel So deo 
December - 1951 172 41172 21161 21170 3) 
1959 249 3 1241 3) 229 81239 2 
1960 261 31246 7] 239 441242 1% 
1961 269 21256 7] 255 61252 0 
1962 269 2 OmmCml 2p cpa 
1963 274 7 1260 71261 6 (255 1 
1964 — March 27S On leoOl! a Zod oO te >pent 
June POO Male cn elceourc nla) leo 
September DOO mNOM A Onne 41 Ao wee ean 
December 290 6 (276 4 42841 3 {272 2 





INDEX NUMBERS 
Base : Weighted Average Weekly Wage Rate; Australia, 1954 = 






85.6 





December - 1951 86.6 85.5 81.6 
1959 125.2 1202400111226 12156 
1960 (ehlae 122-0 | 126.2 126.4 
1961 135.2 126.6 |128.9 1341.2 
1962 1135.2 WZG at mood et iouhac! 
1963 i eMhow 126.1 1133.8 peel 
1964 - March 139.9 428.4 1133.9 134.6 
June 1459 AIG Ses ilo ti 140.2 
September 145.9 eto or even’: 141.4 
December 145.9 38.8 |141.3 [136.7 139% 141.8 


(a) See paragraph 10, page 4. Excludes rural; mining and quarrying; and building and 
construction. 





1% 


o - MINIMUM HOURLY WAGE RATES : ADULT FEMALES (a 
INDUSTRY GROUPS, 31st DECEMBER, 1964 . 
Weighted average minimum hourly rates payable and index numbers of hourly rates 


- qd. | Sek 
RATES OF WAGE (Pence) 
(SEIS 


Engineering, Metals, Vehicles, etc... | 80.71] 62.79 | 63.40 


TABLE 





Industry Group Aust. 


























Textiles, Clothing and Footwear Spas) (ESPs SIO pts OlO)in | isiO) 5 7/2. 
Food, Drink and Tobacco 86,0 3)00. 7241 C2e45) 1 79.52 
Other Manufacturing 85.70] 81.65 | 85.28 | 80.73 
All Manufacturing Groups 84.09] 80.74 | 82.50 | 80.06 
Transport and Communication 94.90} 91.64 | 93.47 | 91.47 


Wholesale and Retail Trade 93.83] 87.43 | 86.63 | 83,65 

Public Authority (ne. i.) and 
Community and Business Services 

Amusement,Hotels,Personal Service,etc. 


All Industry Groups 


86.29 
80.693 
S550 


85.58 
(each 
eee 


P4070 
84.75 
88.1 


INDEX NUMBERS 












(Base ¢ Weighted Average Hourly Wage Rate, Australia, 1954 = 100) 
Engineering, Metals, Vehicles, etc. PAA OC oe pale isco iace om toAe > 440.0 
, Textiles, Clothing and Footwear lola Moe eto mln Seren pooey aldaons 
Food, Drink and Tobacco TAS ul oaae lie Oeo lie on Gator 
Other Manufacturing AZO lo Copel doe ao sret 
All Manufacturing Groups V39 et cl (Sdent edoieOn sone 
Transport and Communication Dae SSA | GOR e la) Gy ae: 
Wholesale and Retail Trade oe Calo edo oie Geo 
Public Authority (n.e.i.) and 
Community and Business Services (Oi Co nade oe es 
Amusement,Hotels,Personal Service,etc. AOR Ordeal oe Aas 1 
All Industry Groups (b) TAC. 5 (138.3 | 14ls2 ) 135664) 130.7 


and building 


(a) See paragraph 10, page 4. (b) Excludes rural; mining and quarrying; 


and construction. 


ADULT FEMALES, ALL GROUPS (a) 


TABLE 10. - MINIMUM HOURLY WAGE RATES : 
Weighted average minimum hourly rates payable and index numbers of hourly rates. 


WA. Aust. 


DitcecOit 





RATES OF WAGE (Pence) 














December - 1951 Sih oH 49.02 DOs. Ss 
































1959 69.42 eee 67.57 | 71.06 73.26 
1960 12034 {3630 Tde(7T | 72045 76.13 
1961 11.23 76.04 17-40; 75.30 19-00 
1962 17.30 (hse aye (JOO | 1Gyn8. 5) (Dae. 
1963 79.04 | 76-97 | 80.37] 76.42 80.54 
1964 - March 79.04 76.97 80. 3° 76.74 81.04 
June 80.55 82,00 82,0078 tO 84.42 
September Se, 0c oy O18, C201 61.70 O55 
December Gaz lia So) ate |B Si erAe: B50 
INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base : Weighted Average Hourly Wage Rate, Australia, 1954 = 100) 












December - 1951 86.9 85.3 81.4 85.6 

1959 i) Cloyd f 119.9 es 72 121.7 

1960 Nesithesh lezilipestt af asyyie 126.4 

1961 Usa 1263 T2065 lease 

1962 13507 2G) ey iael 1] Salat 

1963 138.4 127.8 13825 Bono 

1964 -— March 140.4 V2 Te lr 134.6 

June 146.4 162 136s3 140.2 
September TAGeS 136.2 Teo 
December TA6e 136.4 138.7 








Excludes rural; mining and quarrying; and building and 


(a) See paragraph 10, page 4. 
construction. 








ee 
Ii. BASIC WAGE RATES 


Basic wage rates are determined by Commonwealth or State industrial 
authorities. The basic wage is that part of the minimum wage to which are added 
margins for skill, etc. and loadings. It is determined without regard to any 
circumstance pertaining to the occupation or industry of an employee. 


For further information reference should be made to the Labour 
Report, in which the history of basic wage fixation in Australia is dealt with 
at some length. For tables showing Commonwealth and State basic wage rates 
over a long period of years see the Appendix to Labour Report No. 49, 19€1. 


COMMONWEALTH BASIC WAGES 


The Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration Commission may, for 
the purpose of preventing or settling an industrial dispute extending beyond 
the limits of any State, make an order ocr award altering the basic wage or the 
principles upon which it is computed. In practice, the Commission holds general 
basic wage inquiries from time to time and its findings apply to industrial 
awards within its jurisdiction. Since December, 1950 the basic wage for adult 
females has been 75 per cent. of the adult male rate. 


TABLE 11. - COMMONWEALTH BASIC WAGES : WEEKLY RATES 


ar ann ncnarnnms omeusgm ee enstaenatinsen stn enna netettvoansttesaai at setae StneD ease gO IPE ance CRD ASAT Cee ASSO PEI 


Date Dele nee ve (a) | Syaney | Melbourne Melbourne 


Sa RRO Re Bie kate aad whem th ee, 


Brisbane | Ads Adelaide 


ADULT MALES 


Six 





Capitals 

























ato. ds ee Ss. del Se de de 

1951 - November O! 199 0 185 0 195 014197 O 200 0 
1952 - November 237 O! 228 O 216 O | 229 O } 228 O 23 nO 
1953 - August (b) | 243 O} 235 0 | 218 O , 231 O | 236 O 236 0 
1956 - June (c) 253 O}; 245 O | 228 O 4}; 241 O | 246 O 246 O 
1957 - 15th May(c) | 263 O| 255 0 | 238 0 | 254 © | 256 O 256 0 
1958 - 21st. May(c) | 268 Of} 260 O 243 0 | 256 0 |} 261 O 261 0 
1959 - 11th June(c)} 283 O| 275 O | 258 O | 271 0 | 276 O 276 0 
1961 - 7th July(c) QO} 287 0 270 © |{ 283 © } 268 O 288 0 
19th June(c) O}| 307 O | 290 O | 303 O } 308 O 308 O 




























ad. a | Ss, de a ee dls. ads 
1951 - November Oo! 149 0 | 138 6 146 O 6 Oo} 150 O 
1952 - November 6; 171 OG 162 0O 171 6 O 6 173.0 
1953 ~ August (b) O| 176 O 163 6 173 0 0 6} 177 © 
1956 - June (c) | 61 183 6 ijt © 180 6 6 O}| 184 6 
1957 - 15th May(c) OF eal OnmenO 4178 6 188 0 e) 6/ 192 0 
1958 - 21st May(c) Oo! 195 O 182 0 192 0 6 Oo] 195 6 
1959 - 11th June(c) O01 20 0 1193 6 203 O 0 61 207 O 
1961 - 7th July(c) O} 215 O 202 6 212520 0 6} 216 O 
1964 - 19th June(c)| 2 O| 230 0 217 6 227 O Bile 6] 231 0 

ea eee ee eee! 


(a) Rates are operative from the beginning of the first pay-period commencing in the 
month shown or commencing on or after the date shown. (b>) Automatic quarterly adjust- 


ment in accordance with variations in retail price index numbers discontinued. 
to an inquiry. 


(c) Rates declared subsequent 





> 





136 
STATE BASIC WAGES 


In New South Wales automatic quarterly adjustments to the basic wage were 
discontinued following legislation passed in October, 1964 and Commonwealth basic 
wage rates were adopted retrospective to 19th June, 1964. State basic wages are not 
declared in Victoria and Tasmania, but Wages Boards, which determine minimum rates to be 
paid in various industry groups or callings, now generally adopt Commonwealth ratea. In 
Queensland the industrial authority may declare a basic wage only after an inquiry. 
In South Australia the rates have been the same as Commonwealth rates since 1950. The 
industrial authority in Western Australia determinesthe basic wage each quarter after 
considering retail price index numbers. In all States, since May, 1961 the basic wage 
for adult females has been 75 per cent. of the adult male rate. The rates for the 
capital cities in each State are shown in Takle 42. 


TABLE 12. = STATE BASIC ues 3 a ee 














Adult Adult Adult 
Date Operative (a) | Females Date Operativs oe Males Females 
—— 8. d. 8. Ge ZB. a. 
NEW SOUTH WALES BASIC WAGE ~ SYDNEY RATES 
4953 - August (b) 243 0 482 0 11963 - February 301 0 2200 
1955 - November (c) 253 0 189 6 May 302 O 226 6 
1956 ~ Novembex 274 0 205 6 Augus t 303 O 227 aO 
1957 - November 270 O 202mm November 303.0 © 227 6 
1958 - November 273 0 204 6 11964 ~ February | 303 0 22 a 
1959 ~ November 279 0 209 O May . | 305 0 229 0 
4960 - November 294 0 220 6 19th June(f) 315 0 236 0 
1961 - November 301 O 226 0 
1962 ~ November 300 O 225 0 
VICTORIAN BASIC WAGE ~ MELBOURNE RATES 
7952 ~ November 237 0 7776 11959 - June (a 275. 0 206 0 
1954 ~ November | 234 0 175 6 1961 - July mR 287 0 215 0 
4955 . November 246 O 184 6 1964 - June (d Bloat, 230 a0 
4956 - August (bd) 263 O 197 O 
QUEENSLAND BASIC WAGE = BRISBANE RATES 
1953 - 2nd November | 222 0 1449 0 4961 - 30th January 0 @) 
1954 - 1st February 225 0 lip e ea May (e) 280 0 210 O 
1955 ~ 24th October 229 0 154 0 | 29th May (e) 284 0 ZN) = 16 
1956 - 29th October 241 O 162 6 1963 —- 6th May (e) 286 0 214 6 
1957 - 29th July 241 O 162 6 1964 - 13th July (e)| 300 O PAS (0 
1958 - 27th October 256 0 173 6 | 7th Decembere) 306 O 229 6 
1959 - 26th October | 267 O 182 0 1965 =» 29th March(e | 309 O 232 0 
1960 - 31st October | 276 O 19% O 


SOUTH AUSTRALIAN BASIC WAGE - ADELAIDE RATES 





NOTE: Since February, 1950 these rates have been the same as the Commonwealth basis 
wage rates for Adelaide (see previous table). 





WESTERN AUSTRAL TAN BASIC WAGE = METROPOLITAN RATES 























1953 -27th July 6 160 3 1961 - 31st July 5 
1955 - 9th Augus’ 5 164 1 30th October 224 4 
1956 - 29th Ostober 2 daeaeee 1963 - 22nd April 225.2 
1957 - 28th October 9 177 3 29th July 226 1 
1958 - 27th October 5 177 9 1964 = 27th April 298 2 
1959 - 26th October 6 183 0 22nd Sevt.(e)} 308 Poevl {0) 
1960 - 24th October 7 220 11 26th October 233m o 
1961 - 30th October 9 224 1 


TASMANIAN BASIC WAGE - HOBART RATES” 


1956 - February (c) | 259 0 | 194 3 «2[1959 - July (a — 282 0 211 6 
May 268 O 201 0 | 1961 ~ July (a) 294 0 220 6 
August (b) | 272 0 204 0 | 1964 - June (a) 314. 0 PIG 16 
(a) See footnote (a) to Table 11. (b) See footnote (b) to Table 11. (c) Automatic 


adjustments re-introduced. (d) Commonwealth basic wage rates adopted by most wages boards 
in the months shown. (e) Rates declared subsequent to an inquiry. (f) Commonwealth 
rates adopted - see above. 





14. 
Til. AVERAGE WEBKLY EARNINGS 


The figures in this section are derived from particulars of employment and. 
of wages and salaries recorded on Pay-roll Tax returns, from other direct collections 
and from estimates of the unrecorded balance. Pay of members of the defence forces 


is not included. 


Particulars of wages and salaries paid are not available for males and 
females separately from the sources mentioned above; average weekly earnings have 
therefore been calculated in terms of male units. Male units represent total male 
employment plus a proportion of female employment based on the approximate ratio of 
female to male earnings. As it was not possible to estimate the ratio of male to 
female earnings in the several States the same ratio has been used in each State. 
Because the astual ratio may vary between States precise comparisons between average 
earnings in different States cannot be made on the basis of the figures shown. 


For a number of reasons average weekly earnings per employed male unit 
cannot be compared with the minimum weekly wage rates shown in Tabies 1-4. The 
figures in Tables 1 - 4 are weighted average minimum (award) rates payable to adult 
male wage earners in non-rural industry for a full week's work, at the end of each 
month or year. Those in Table 712 represent actual average weekly earnings for ail 
wage earners and salaried employees (whether adult or junior, full-time or part-time, 
casual, etc.) and are quarterly or annual averages. 


TABLE 13. - AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS PER EMPLOYED MALE UNIT (a) 


(£) 
= ———— ae : 
Qid. B W.Ao Australia 








Period 
1954-55 17.65 16.15 | 16.60 ea 
1955-56 18.91 16.94 | 17.79 18.34 
1956-57 19,84 17.51 | 18.85 19.21 
1957-58 20.34 18.11 | 19.14 19.73 
1958-59 20.98 18.31 | 19.62 20.34 
1959-60 22.74 19.61 | 20.96 21.93 
1960-61 23.58 20.71 | aleoe 22.98 
1961-62 PAPAS Oy olieenod 23.62 
1962-63 25.05 ey aie) eels |5 24.22 
1963-64 NERS 23.59 | 24.28 25,423 
1962 - June Quarter 24.69 21.87 | 23.88 Pas 
September " PAINS DOR OAMmIEeena> 23.76 
December " 25.64 DIPS a PAHO IS. PS a ®) 
1963 - March " 24.17 21.28 | 22.26 220 
June it 255903 DDO eA 2A 63 
September " 25.49 2830 Tle eA re4e0D 
December " 27.93 DAROHE Mace She 26.85 
1964 ~ March " 24.86 2 22a anc sues 24.21 
June " 26.66 2 23,80 | 24.80 26.02 
September " PES bs 2 23.89 | 24.97 26.72 
December " 2 PAS Rai We sya ile 28.42. 





29.66 


29.26 








(a) Includes, in addition to wages at award rates, earnings of salaried employees, over- 
time earnings, over-award and bonus payments, payments made in advance or retrospective- 
ly during the periods specified, etc. See explanatory notes above. (>) Includes the ,. 
Australian Capital Territory. (¢) Includes the Northern Territory. 
NOTE:- Quarterly figures are affected by seasonal influences. 
Comparisons as to trend are generally best made by relating complete years or 
corresponding periods of incomplete years. However, comparisons of December 
quarter, 1963 and March and June quarters, 1964 with the corresponding quarters 
of previous years are affected by additional prepayments arising from extensions 
of annual leave from two to three weeks. 
Seasonally adjusted indexes of average earnings are shown in Table 14. 





15.6 


o ~ INDEXES OF AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS (a) s AUSTRALIA 
(Base of each Index : Year 1953-54 = 100) 


Seasonally Adjusted 


All Al, 
Industries |Manutacturing Period Industries |(Manutacturing 
(b (c) b (c) 


TABLE 1 





Period 
1954-55 TO Sie 106.9 958 ~ Sept. Qtr. ES GE Weare 
1955-56 112.3 113.8 | Dec." 125,2 126.0 
1956-57 Viet 118.3 1959 —- March " 124.0 125.4 
Ue 2 120.8 122.0 , 
8 teats | te june | rags |e 
1959-60 134.3 135.4 Dec. '" 131.6 12a 
1960-61 Ose fees 1960 = March " 136.4 137.5 
1961-62 144.7 {alpha ; - 
June 15839 139.5 
1962-63 148.3 147.7 Sept. " 139.0 140.2 
1963-64 VoD e | 154.8 Dec, tt 110.4 141-7 
1954 “= Dec. Qtr. 10375 1054 1961 March " VATS qf Ce ez yl 
1955 - March " 105.5 {OWER | June A NAS oo TAG ze 
June " 108.8 AsO Sepia: HAs 140.9 
Sept. " 109.9 111.9 Dec." 143.4 142.8 
mee oer Vale 1962 - March " 146.2 144.4 
1956 - March " 113.8 ia | June " 147.3 145.4 
June 114.9 iter | Sept. " TAs 146.4 
Sept. " 115.5 116.6 | Dec. " 146.9 146.3 
Dec. EO, atears: | 963 March " 149.7 149.3 
1957 =- March " 118.9 1A RSIA 5 | June s ais! 148.8 
June " 119.2 12062 Sept. 150.9 ify eS. 
Sept. " 119.2 119.8 | Dec. " 155.4 152.8 
Dec. 120.9 lizeun 964 - March " 157.8 157.0 
1958 - March " Vedmre 12293 | June " 158.7 te 
June " 124.9 1236 Sept. 164.1 164.6 
Dec, " (a) 


164.2 


(a) See explanatory notes on previous page. (b) Average earnings per employed male 
unit. Based on Pay-roll Tax returns and other data. (c) The index for manufacturing 
industries for the years 1954-55 to 1963-64 is based on the average earnings of male 
wage and salary earners employed in factories as disclosed by annual Factory Censuses. 
The figure for September quarter, 1964 is an interim estimate based on Pay- 
roll Tax returns and is subjest to revision when the Factory Census for 1964-65 is 
tabulated. (d) Not yet available. 


The index numbers for "All Industries" and "Manufacturing" show the movement in 
average earnings for each group over a period of time. However, they do not 
give, at any point of time, a comparison of actual earnings in the two groups. 


NOTS 8 = 


K. M. ARCHER 
COMMONWEALTH STATISTICIAN 


COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS 


STH APRIL, 1965 


Inquiries concerning these statistics may be made in Canberra by telephoning 
41971, Extension 7 or, in each State capital, by telephoning the office of the 
Bureau of Census and Statistics. 


CANBERRA, A.C.T. 


NOTE 3 - 


